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Alstrom Syndrome UK

Strength for today, hope for the future




Health, Happiness and Well-being!
Scientific Symposium 
6th October 2017 at Aston Conference Centre, Birmingham
1:30 – 2:00 pm 
Registration
2:00 – 2:10 pm
Welcome, Ann Chivers, Chief Executive
Alström Syndrome UK
2:10 – 2:40 pm
What have we learnt since the Alström gene discovery 
and what are the prospects for treatments?
Professor Timothy Barrett, Professor of Paediatric Endocrinology and
AS Paediatric Clinical Lead, Birmingham Children’s Hospital
2:40 – 3.10 pm
Metabolic Syndrome in people with Alström Syndrome
Dr Tarek Hiwot, Consultant in Inherited Metabolic Disorders, AS Adult Clinical Lead, University Hospital, Birmingham
3.10 – 3:40 pm
AS Cardiology developments: What does current research tell us?
Dr Rick Steed, Cardiac Consultant, 
University Hospital Birmingham
Dr Ashish Chickermaine, Consultant Paediatric Cardiologist, 
Birmingham Children’s Hospital

3:40 – 4.00 pm
Refreshment Break
4:00 – 4:30 pm
Targeting Fibrosis
An update on the study for patients in the UK
Dr Sanjay Patel, ProMetics Senior Director, Clinical Development,
Cambridge
4:30 – 4:45 pm 
Q&A panel discussion with Dr Tarek Hiwot and Dr Shanat Baig, 
Clinical Research Fellow, University Hospital Birmingham 
4:45 – 5:15 pm
Why insights into Cilia are important?
Mechanistic insights into primary ciliary function using gene discovery and functional genomics 
Professor Colin Johnson, Professor of Medical & Molecular Genetics, 
St James University Hospital
Ciliopathies and AS and how new research techniques are transforming our understanding
Rebecca Perrin, PhD Student, 
University of Leeds
5:15 – 5:30 pm
Q&A Ciliopathy session with Professor Colin Johnson and Rebecca Perrin
5:30 – 6:15 pm
AS Global Research
Alström from across the water. A look at research happening on an international level and ways this could affect future treatments
Professor Pietro Maffei, Consultant Endocrinologist, 
Padua University, Italy
6:15 – 6:30 pm
Q&A AS Italy session with Professor Pietro Maffei
6:30 pm
Summary and Close
Ann Chivers, Chief Executive, 
Alström Syndrome UK
6:40 pm

Opportunity to network at an informal buffet 

Please visit our website for further information 
www.alstrom.org.uk
Please note this agenda may be subject to change due to circumstances outside of our control
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